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MESSAGE

çèkku ea=h
Prime Minister

(Narendra Modi)

New Delhi
Jko.k 29, 'kd laor~ 1941

th20  August, 2019

The National Guidelines will go a long way in preparing the ground for 
effective interventions that will help in fulfilling the needs of the 
Divyangjan, particularly during disasters.

I am happy to know that the National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) is preparing National Guidelines for Disability-inclusive 
Disaster Risk Reduction. It is a proud moment to learn that India will be 
among the first nations to come out with exclusive guidelines for the 
Divyangjan.

Best wishes to the NDMA for preparing the National Guidelines for 
Disability-inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction.

Persons with disabilities are particularly prone to the rigours of disasters. 
It is our social responsibility to acknowledge and comprehend their needs 
to update our preparedness, integrate their requirements into policy-
making and make response mechanisms adequate and inclusive. These 
guidelines will serve as an important milestone in safeguarding the 
Divyangjan from the vagaries of natural disasters.





संदेशसंदेशसंदेश

मझु े यह जानकर �स�नता हो रह� है �क रा���य आपदा �बंधन �ािधकरण 

(एन.ड�.एम.ए.) ने �वकलांगता-समावेशी आपदा जो�खम �यनू ीकरण हेत ु रा���य 

�दशािनद�श� को तयैार �कया है।

म,�  एन.ड�.एम.ए. को इन �दशोिनद�श� को तयैार करने के िलए बधाई देता हँ। 

मझु े �व�ास है �क ये �दशािनद�श समदु ाय� स�हत सभी �हतधारक� �ारा आपदा का 

सामना करने क� �द�यांगजन� क� �मता को और मजबतू  करने क� �दशा म� �कए जा रहे  

�यास� को, सफल बनाने म� स�म िस� ह�गे।

संय�ु  रा� �द�यांग स�मेलन के अन�ुप, ये �दशािनद�श �द�यांग अिधकार क� 

अिधिनयम, 2016 क� शत� को भी परूा करते ह�। 

�द�यांगजन �कसी भी आपदा से होने वाले �ितकूल �भाव� से सबसे अिधक   

�भा�वत होते ह�। वा�तव म� य�द हम अपने रा�� को आपदाओ ं का सामना करने यो�य 

बनाना चाहते ह� तो �द�यांगजन� क� सम�याओ ं का समाधान करना अित-आव�यक है।   

यह �दशािनद�श इस �दशा म� उठाया गया एक सश� कदम है।

शभु कामनाओ ं स�हत !शभु कामनाओ ं स�हत !शभु कामनाओ ं स�हत !

(अिमत शाह)(अिमत शाह)(अिमत शाह)
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I appreciate NDMA for bringing out these guidelines.

Real development is inclusiveness and can be achieved only if we  
adopt the idea of society as a whole;  approach with an emphasis on those  
who are the most vulnerable. Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction is an integral 
part of this development and is gaining even more currency in a world that is 
facing an increasing risk of more frequent and intense disasters. 

I am glad to see that National Disaster Management Authority has  
come out with comprehensive guidelines on disability-inclusive Disaster Risk 
Reduction. 

Persons with Disabilities face greater risk in the event of a disaster. 
Disability-Inclusive DRR needs to go beyond just saving lives. It has to look 
at empowering persons with disabilities by enhancing their preparedness, 
reducing their risk, involving them in planning and strengthening their coping 
capacities and response mechanisms.

It is heartening to note that all relevant concerns have been aptly 
addressed by these guidelines. I urge all stakeholders to implement these 
guidelines both in letter and spirit to build a truly resilient nation.

(Dr. Thaawarchand Gehlot)

DR.THAAWARCHAND GEHLOT

MINISTER OF
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

lkekftd U;k; vkSj vfèkdkfjrk ea=kh
Hkkjr ljdkj
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FOREWORD

We are happy to see that the Guidelines provide strategies that recognize the need for 

convergence and collaboration between the national and state governments on different 

levels of issues of disasters and disability. This will enable the adoption of appropriate 

measures before, during and after disasters and emergencies.

This DiDRR Guideline translates into practice the Government's Commitment to 

strengthen disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction by providing technical support for 

successful implementation and ensuring that disability-inclusive DRR mandated and 

implemented from Central to community levels. Effective Institutions, structures and 

systems can be the key to disability inclusion by providing effective participation of 

persons with disabilities and their priorities. 

India is exposed to multiple disasters which jeopardise the quality of life of the people.  

Disasters have created enormous challenges for vulnerable population such as persons 

with disabilities who are at a higher risk. In India, needs of people with disabilities are 

being addressed through policies and standards to remove barriers in many sectors of 

life. In this context there is a felt need to address the wide-ranging and varied impact of 

disasters on persons with disabilities and provide practical solutions to address the 

barriers that confront them during disaster situations. 

The Guidelines are in line with the paradigm shift to Disaster Risk Reduction and 

adoption of appropriate inclusive approaches and strategies to “Build Back Better”.  The 

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction adopted by India in 2015, also 

emphasises the importance of inclusion and accessibility, and recognizes the need for 

involvement of persons with disabilities and their organizations in DRR policies and 

implementation. 



Member, NDMA Member, NDMA Member, NDMA Member Secretary, NDMA

The Guidelines provide examples of good practice that could be adapted, replicated or 

scaled-up successfully in India. It makes persons with disabilities a part of the solution in 

disability inclusion in DRR which makes a distinct difference to their survival and equality 

of life and foster an inclusive India.

Disaster organizations who need a better understanding of the challenges faced by 

persons with disabilities will find the Guideline useful as it provides contextual 

understanding which can improve standards for inclusion. New communication 

technologies are being increasingly used in DRR and these have the potential to assist 

persons with disabilities during disasters. 

Kamal Kishore Dr. D. N. Sharma Lt. Gen. N C Marwah (Retd) G V V Sarma, IAS




























































































































































































